Dear Haroid, 



March k, ig68 



You think Lee Harvey was an innocent by- 
stander. The evidence really does not point either to 
his being an innocent bystander or a patsy. The num- 
ber of possible patsies in Dallas that day was no doubt 
great: My whole theory is .based on the fact that Os- 

wald was a person who could be easily blackmailed. 

There are to my mind three possibilities: (I) an 

innocent bystander transformed into a patsy by sheer 
chance by the Dallas police dept., (2) he was a by- 
stander who accidentally got caught up in the situation 
and was killed before his innocence was ever proved in 
a court of law, and (3) he was a hand picked patsy. 

His Trotskyite background was perhaps another mere 
chance affair but it is curious... Wouldn't it be 

smart to arrest a Trotskyite who could not be trusted 
to tell the truth? 

Let us suppose that Oswald was lulled Into 
blackmail and not brazenly blackmailed as the TV and 
movies have a tendency to portray it. Think of him as 
a scoptophilic who is very curious, like Russo, 
extremist politics. [His curiosity in extreme politics 
has been fairly well demonstrated.] Let us then assume 
that he got to know some people out of this curiosity. 
Then consider the possibility that these peojile are 
the assassins of the President. Like Russo, a ma I - 
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content, he is pul led into the discussions by cir- 
cumstances. At first he looks i t all as a joke, 
then it becomes more serious. Now we can assume Os- 
wald walked away without being killed and that due to 
these bad associations hejiJiixs final I y apprehended acc i - 
dental ly in Dal las, has ol^ associates never knowing 
that he was even there. But if we have assumed that 
he has gotten into the organization it is not too hard 
to make another assumption based on the same degree of 
uncertainty, |was ^ he]blackmai led to stay the group? 

Wouldn't they use him and wouldn't they have the power 
to blackmail him if their authority was we I I d e - 

fined and non -prosecut i onab I e? In point of fact before 
they would-ever dare talk to him he had to be trusted 
but better than trust, which today is insignificant, 
they gat data on his past anc^wSfe able to hold trump 
cards h i I wife. From this vantage point they re- 

vea pe i cemea I their plan. At each pomnt he balks or 
is reserved. They slowly introudace their blackmail. 
First they use the Job routine to get him to do some 
of their errands for various Cuban organizations, then 
by degrees he slides into a conciliatory role. As he 
becomes comfortable they raise the ante and blackmail 
him to the limit. They threaten to have his wife 

returned to Russia on some trumped up charges. He 
fails for it... Their nerve corresponds in each step 
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to his lack of nerve. He has already been tamed by 
the conservative FBI. The neo-fascists easily work 
on him psychologically. 

Finally they even get him to reconnoiter 
the various speaking engagements of the President. 

And the Presidential route... He is strategically lo- 
Gated and turned into a patsy. How did Oswald get a 
job at the Texas School Book Depository Building, a con- 
servative city like Dallasl, when he had been fired so 
many times for his unpopular views? This is very in- 
teresting. The Job could be a set-up, how long was 

he there before Kennedy arrived? Not very long. 

-f-hi / 

A Communist patsy has^s i n i ster (^Johnson i an 
touch, the mark of a master mind. Not the mark of a 
conservative agency of the gov/ t or law abiding cit- 
i zens of' one brand of fascism or another. It has that 
special Johnson touch to it. There is a bit of irony 
in the fact that a self expressed Trotykyite should 
kill a non self expressed Trotsky i te. . . Working through 




the military or a neo-fascist group in military espionage 
would ensure secrecy... The military is over the barrel. 



they have no other straws to select, Johnson is eager 



to prove that he can make history... 





I did note in several of your books a 



tendency to use provQcative headings which had a great 
deal to say for the fine tuned ear. 
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In these sanguine headings the path opened 
up very easily and eased the difficulty of the main 
work or facts. You left speculation to your reader... 
it was beeause of this that I said to you in my next 
to the last letter that the gov/ t and H. Welsberg 
were not veyy specu 1 at i ve The gov/ 1 for its reasons 
and you for yours. By no means did I intend to sug- 
gest to you that your reasons were not more valid than 
the gov/t's! Yours are entirely under standab 1 e and 
I hope you did not get the wrong impression. 

1 fully realize your situation. I know 
what you want to do. I think you will do it. But 
I felt that a little prodding would not harm anyone. 

I gave you my ideas simply because 1 respected the 
person to whom I was talking. You do not have to ex- 
plain to me your motives. I know you are after the truth. 
You are not like these other people who are out to de- 
feat the Johnson administration and will simply pin 
it on him becuase of Velt-Nam so as to win the election 
against him... Such cynicism is unpardonable and i 

believe in your sincerity whilst disbelieving in most 

/ 

everyone elses motives in writing on the subject. 

You are the Darwin on the subject. 1 
am afraid that If you do not finish your book and get 
It out some punk will come along and murder the sub- 




/Ptoo. 

n-e, JL^ / 7 ^ 

^ L^Ar\^ A y^<-<-J'A9 

ir/i< ■ ^ /'O-'^-tr'is. J^'<—iAA<i — £> ^ 

^ ^ A c/G 

/JL.^<aA e-L-c^ A> - 



L\rJ—<^ 



/ L<r-Z.jd2 ^__,,Aje.,.o~:iJ2, 



/jGj^Tx-'Co 







